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In this Issue: 
 

 New Newsletter Format 

 New REMSA Staff 

 New REMSA Office Contact Information 

 Railroad Day on the Hill 

 Member News 

 Industry News  

 REMSA’s 2010 Scholarship Program 

 Upcoming Events 

 RAILWAY INTERCHANGE 2011 
 

New Newsletter Format 
As REMSA enters the New Year, we are upgrading our quarterly newsletter.  The new e-mail version of 
the newsletter will arrive as a text e-mail which will make it easier to read in your office and on your 
mobile devices. The format will allow you to click and go directly to the articles that are of the most 
interest to you as opposed to paging through a larger document. In addition to the change in format, we 
will distribute the newsletter more frequently than the current quarterly distribution.  This will allow us 
to provide more timely information on industry issues and news. We know that content is important to 
you.  Should you have any suggestions as to what should be included in the newsletter, please contact 
Darla Valle, Operations Manager, at valle@remsa.org. 

 
New REMSA Staff 
REMSA is pleased to welcome our new Operations Manager, Darla Valle. Darla will be responsible for 
many of the day-to-day operations of REMSA including membership, the annual directory, the 
scholarship program, and supporting the planning and execution of the Railway Interchange Conference. 
She will be working out of the Washington, DC office of REMSA and can be reached by telephone at 202-
715-2921 or by email at valle@remsa.org. 

 
  

mailto:valle@remsa.org
mailto:valle@remsa.org


 

REMSA Page 2 of 7 

 
MAINLINE ·MARCH 2010 

 

REMSA Has Moved! 
Please direct all communication and correspondence as follows:   
 
Railway Engineering-Maintenance Suppliers Association  
500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20001 
Main Phone: (202) 715-2921 
Fax: (202) 204-5752 
Website: www.remsa.org 
 
David Soule, Executive Director:  soule@remsa.org  
Judi Meyerhoeffer, Director of Trade Shows:  meyerhoeffer@remsa.org 
Darla Valle, Operations Manager:  valle@remsa.org 

 
Railroad Day on the Hill 
The 2010 Railroad Day on the Hill was held on February 25 and it was a huge success!  REMSA President 
Ron Olds and many rail suppliers and contractors joined the over 600 railroad industry representatives 
that trooped up to Capitol Hill to deliver our industry’s message to the United States Congress. Said Ron 
Olds, “This is a demanding but extraordinarily worthwhile day where Congress hears railroaders, 
suppliers, shippers and community leaders speak with one voice about the important contribution the 
railroad industry makes to the nation’s economy.” 
 
Organized in groups ranging from 5 to over 20, Railroad Day participants attended 300 individual 
Congressional meetings.  The primary message was the need to insure that federal transportation 
policies help maximize the ability of railroads to adequately invest in their properties.  Individual talking 
points revolved around the need for balanced regulation, investment tax credits, a sensible PTC 
mandate and support for a strong passenger rail system.  Railroad Day concludes with a banquet 
attended by Congressional staff and many of the leaders of the federal agencies responsible for railroad 
issues. 
 
Organizers of the event have not yet selected next year’s date, but believe it will be held in the first 
week of March.    

 
Member News 
 
ENSO, Inc. Selected by Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
In March 2010, Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority selected ENSCO, Inc. to develop and 
construct a track geometry vehicle to inspect track conditions and identify any possible flaws. At present 
track geometry testing of the 106-mile rail system is conducted several times a year by an outside 
contractor. READ MORE 

 
Nordco Issues New PSBs for Multiple Machines 
In March 2010 Nordco issued three new informational Product Support Bulletins (PSBs) for the CX 
Hammer and other Nordco Maintenance-of-Way Machines. READ MORE  
 

http://www.remsa.org/
mailto:soule@remsa.org
mailto:meyerhoeffer@remsa.org
mailto:valle@remsa.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103227000640&s=204205&e=001znxy6Z4sAJGGJ_0CZ8OLqPbD69T9-D0sIstEXM3H2206m_qvZfKU3E_2tch-DtTV4806cYFHgUgtrU_2r0w6Cg_pRzwBCKU8Qso3hjHd5Fn0GFnGzn7-OFeVuoL9mLInMCDBNzVjs5hNEfcQTmgqXumrrVoU2sFXPGoiKXLHbCxmTA9tUrkKsIFZ7eq7UezBbS_bTWVg9MqJFgNs7as71LJk1N5zwEab
http://www.nordco.com/News/Nordco-Issues-New-PSBs-for-Multiple-Machines.aspx
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L.B. Foster Company will Acquire Portec Rail Products 
L. B. Foster and Portec Rail Products, Inc., both headquartered in Pittsburgh, PA, jointly announced the 
signing of an Agreement and Plan of Merger, under which L. B. Foster will make, through its wholly 
owned acquisition subsidiary, a cash tender offer to acquire all of Portec's outstanding shares of 
common stock for $11.71 per share. READ MORE 

 

HNTB and WSA to Manage Florida’s High-Speed Rail 
In March 2010, the Florida Department of Transportation, through its newly created Florida Rail 
Enterprise, has selected HNTB Corporation and Wilbur Smith Associates, in a joint partnership, as its 
program manager for passenger rail in the state of Florida. The primary assignment for this team will be 
assisting with implementation of Florida’s high-speed rail program, which recently received a grant 
award of $1.25 billion for Phase 1: Tampa-Orlando. READ MORE  
 
Pierce Homer Joins Moffatt & Nichol as Transportation Director 
In March 2010, Moffatt & Nichol announced that Pierce Homer joined the firm as Transportation 
Director.  Mr. Homer brings more than 25 years of executive experience in transportation, land use and 
public-private partnerships to the firm.   He will focus on expanding and enhancing the company’s 
extensive and successful practices in those areas.  READ MORE  
 
Progress Rail Acquires GE Transportation's Inspection Products Business 
In March 2010, GE Transportation and Progress Rail Services Corporation (Progress Rail) announced that 
they have completed the sale of GE's Inspection Products business to Progress Rail. Inspection Products 
is part of GE's larger signaling and communications division, known as Intelligent Control Systems (ICS) 
and part of GE Transportation. READ MORE 

 
 R. J. Corman Railpower Awarded Locomotive Contract from Montreal Port Authority 
In March 2010, the Montreal Port Authority (MPA) awarded R. J. Corman Railpower the sale of one 
2,000 hp RP20BD GenSet locomotive. This sale is accompanied by a follow-on optional award of four 
additional GenSets between 2010 and 2012. READ MORE  
 
Sperry Produces Latest Hi-Rail Platform.  
Sperry Rail Service has completed manufacture of its latest vehicle platform fit to adapt to the market’s 
continuing need for agile equipment with comprehensive testing capabilities. READ MORE 
 
Structal-Bridges and Goodco Z-Tech Land a Contract of More than $9 million in Quebec City 
General contractor EBC Inc. granted a significant contract to Structal-Bridges and Goodco Z-Tech for the 
rehabilitation of the intersection of the Charest and Robert-Bourassa highways (A-440 and A-740) in 
Quebec City. The $9-million contract involves the complete rehabilitation of two overpasses above 
Highway 740; one consisting of two spans measuring 114.5 meters (375 feet) and the other includes 
three spans measuring 118.6 meters (390 feet). READ MORE  
  

  

http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=73803&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=1391791&highlight
http://www.hntb.com/news-room/news-release/hntb-and-wsa-to-manage-florida%E2%80%99s-high-speed-rail
http://www.moffattnichol.com/news_event.php
http://www.progressrail.com/news-ge-transportation.asp
http://www.rjcorman.com/Press/RJC%20Railpower%20Montreal%20Port%20Authority.pdf
http://www.sperryrail.com/news/450news.html
http://www.structalbridges.ws/www/v4/news.nsf/va_redir/nouv658!open&frame=estrucb
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Industry News 

 
BNSF’s CEO Matt Rose is Named Railroader of the Year 
In November 2009, Matt Rose was named 2010’s Railroader of the year by Railway Age. In his interview 
with Railway Age, Matt Rose makes several comments that specifically pertain to the supply industry.  

WATCH THE INTERVIEW 

 
TIGER Grant Winners Announced 
In February 2010, the grant winners for the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery 
(TIGER) Discretionary Grant Program were announced.  Projects funded with the $1.5 billion allocated in 
the Recovery Act include improvements to roads, bridges, rail, ports, transit, and intermodal facilities. 
READ MORE  
 
UP Investing $6 million for Track Improvements in Kansas 
Union Pacific will improve part of Kansas' transportation infrastructure with a $6-million investment to 
its rail line that runs from Wichita to near Caldwell, Kan. READ MORE 
  
São Paulo Metro Still Expanding  
The Inter-American Development Bank announced a US$481m loan to the state of São Paulo for 
improvements to metro Line 5 on March 10. The loan has a 25-year term, with a four and a half years 
grace period and a LIBOR-based interest rate. READ MORE 

 
Debrecen Tram Contracts  
On March 11 Mayor of Debrecen, Hungary, Lajos Kósa signed a 7·5bn forint contract with the ATK-
Debrecen consortium for construction of the city’s second tram line, between Debrecen Plaza and 
Doberdo Street. The work is expected to take two years to complete.  READ MORE  
 
London - Birmingham Starts High Speed Railway to the North 
Transport Secretary Lord Adonis published the government's high speed rail strategy on March 11, 
setting out details of a planned 400 km/h high speed railway between London and Birmingham which 
could open by 2026 as the first part of a Y-shaped network serving Leeds and Manchester. READ MORE  
 
 Possible Philadelphia Waterfront Rail Line by 2016 
A waterfront rail line in Philadelphia moved closer to reality Wednesday as the Delaware River Port 
Authority approved a $6.5 million contract for environmental studies and preliminary design. The work, 
expected to take about two years, is to prepare the way for a proposed $500 million light-rail line in the 
middle of Columbus Boulevard between Pier 70 and Girard Avenue. READ MORE 
 
Kansas Governor Signs Rail Measures 
Gov. Mark Parkinson signed a bundle of bills Wednesday that included two measures promoting 
advances in conventional rail service in Kansas and planning for high speed rail service in the Midwest. 
READ MORE 
  
  

http://www.railwayage.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1654&Itemid=164
http://www.progressiverailroading.com/prdailynews/news.asp?id=22594
http://www.rtands.com/newsflash/up-investing-6-million-for-track-improvements-in-kansas.html
http://www.railwaygazette.com/news/single-view/view/10/sao-paulo-metro-still-expanding.html
http://www.railwaygazette.com/news/single-view/view/10/debrecen-tram-contracts/browse/1.html
http://www.railwaygazette.com/news/single-view/view/10/london-birmingham-starts-high-speed-railway-to-the-north/browse/5.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20100317_Waterfront_rail_line_could_be_rolling_by_2016.html
http://cjonline.com/news/legislature/2010-03-24/parkinson_signs_rail_measures
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Obama announces Recipients of ARRA Funds 
In January 2010, President Obama announced the recipients of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) stimulus high-speed and intercity passenger rail grant funds. For the official 
FRA press release click here: READ MORE 
  

2010 Undergraduate Scholarships 
The Railway Engineering-Maintenance Suppliers Association (REMSA) is pleased to announce the 
availability of five undergraduate scholarships for tuition assistance. Again this year, we are offering a 
new $5,000 President’s Scholarship and four individual scholarships at $2,000 each.  
 
A complete application and all accompanying materials must be sent to the Executive Director of REMSA 
and postmarked no later than May 21 for consideration for the following academic year.  Please note 
that changes have been made the Scholarship application compared to recent years. 
For complete information and an application, CLICK HERE.  

 
Upcoming Industry Events: 
 
ASME 
Joint Rail Conference-2010: High-Speed and 
Intercity Passenger Rail  
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
Urbana, Ill. 
4/27/2010-4/29/2010 
MORE INFORMATION  

 
ASLRRA 
ASLRRA Annual Convention 
Orlando, FL 
5/1/2010-5/4/2010 
MORE INFORMATION 

  
Railway Age  
Railway Age PTC Seminar  
Washington, DC 
5/15/2010  
MORE INFORMATION  

 
RSSI 
RSSI C&S Exhibition 
Omaha, Neb. 
5/17/2010-5/19/2010 
MORE INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 

TRB  
Transportation Finance Conference 
New Orleans, LA 
5/19/2010-5/21/2010 
MORE INFORMATION 

 
Natl. Assoc. of Rail Shippers  
Annual Conference  
Washington, DC  
5/26/2010-5/28/2010 
MORE INFORMATION 

 
APTA 
APTA 2010 Rail Conference 
Vancouver, British Columbia  
6/6/2010-6/9/2010 
MORE INFORMATION  

 
AREMA 
AREMA 2010 Annual Conference & Exposition 
Orlando, FL 
8/29/2010/9/1/2010 
MORE INFORMATION 

 
Messe Berlin GmbH 
2010 INNOTRANS Conference and EXPO  
Berlin, Germany 
9/21/2010-9/24/2010 
MORE INFORMATION 

http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/press-releases/341
http://www.remsa.org/FileLib/2010ScholarshipApplication.doc
http://www.asmeconferences.org/JRC2010/index.cfm
http://www.aslrra.org/meetings___seminars/annual_convention/?CFID=22898172&CFTOKEN=ab6daff74846c60f-B059D566-19B9-B58B-7E571FCD50400CC3
http://www.railwayage.com/conferences/ptc-seminar.html
http://www.rssi.org/
http://www.transportation-finance.org/events/trb_transportation_finance_forging_44461.aspx
https://www.railshippers.com/nextmeeting/Default.asp
http://www.apta.com/mc/conferences
http://www.arema.org/meetings/2010Conf
http://www1.messe-berlin.de/vip8_1/website/Internet/Internet/www.innotrans/englisch/index.html
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RAILWAY INTERCHANGE:   SEPTEMBER 18-21, 2011 
 

REMSA, RSI, RSSI, AREMA and CMA have come a long 
way since the day the decision was made to join forces 
and create an event to be reckoned with. For the first 
time ever, the formerly separate trade shows of 
REMSA, RSI, and RSSI will be held under one roof in 
one huge open area side-by-side with AREMA and 
CMA’s conferences. 
 
Why Exhibit?  
REMSA’s tradeshows are the largest maintenance-of-way tradeshows in the United States, and we 
expect a large international audience.  Participating in Minneapolis in 2011 provides you and your 
company an opportunity to spread the word about your products, services and equipment and garner 
more knowledge of an old and proud industry, the railroad industry. Exhibitors will have personal, face-
to-face contact with and exposure to thousands of key engineering, purchasing and contracting decision 
makers from: 
 

 Class 1, regional and short line freight railroads; 

 Industrial track owners; 

 Infrastructure construction and maintenance firms; 

 Transit and commuter rail agencies; 

 State and municipal DOT’s, and; 

 the many new and growing high-speed rail authorities.  

 

An exhibiting company has the opportunity to offer something akin to a portable version of its company 
placed in a unique environment with exclusive access to an unprecedented number of customers in a 
single location. REMSA is offering an efficient method for sales and technical people to see more 
prospects and customers on one business trip and under one roof than any other venue.  As an 
exhibitor, your clients are actually traveling to see you and most will come with a mission.  
 
Exhibit Sales Begin July 1, 2010 
From July 1 to July 15, REMSA will sell booth space at the Minneapolis Convention Center and on- and 
off-track space at CP’s Humboldt Yard to members who exhibited with REMSA in 2008 in Salt Lake City.  
This will be followed by another two-week period when the association’s remaining members can 
request space.  Beginning on July 30, remaining space will be sold to qualified companies. Our online 
exhibit prospectus will include everything needed to reserve a booth:  contracts and layouts for 
convention center and track space, information on planning, insurance requirements, rates, and sample 
information from Freeman, our exhibit contractor, on furniture rental, exhibit packages, signs and 
graphics, and more. Based on initial inquiries we expect demand to be strong and for exhibit space to sell 
out completely.  
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Registration Opens January 1, 2011 
Registration to attend RAILWAY INTERCHANGE/2011 begins January 1, 2011, and is required to participate 
in the AREMA and CMA conferences and to attend the tradeshows if a person is not registered for a 
conference.  Conference registration automatically entitles the registrant to attend the tradeshow and 
networking events.   
 
Networking Opportunities 
In addition to the many occasions to network with peers and clients during conference and tradeshow 
hours, several casual evening receptions, coffee breaks and lunch are planned.  Open to all those 
registered, these events provide some fun time to be with associates and clients at the tradeshow  and 
allow additional opportunities to meet and establish relationships with people who may not have any 
idea what your company does.  Think long term:  buyers may not need you now, but they just might 
need your products later on; and when they do, you and your company will be the one they think of. 
 
Contact REMSA 
Judi Meyerhoeffer, REMSA Director of Tradeshows, will be happy to help you select exhibit space and 
answer any questions you may have.  Judi’s email address is: meyerhoeffer@remsa.org  

 
 

mailto:meyerhoeffer@remsa.org

